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RULE 17

SUBSCRIPTION OF PLEADINGS

A. Subscription by party or attorney; certificate. Every

pleading shall be subscribed by the party or by a resident

attorney of the state, except that if there are several parties

united in interest and pleading together, the pleading may be

subscribed by at least one of such parties or one resident

attorney. If a party is represented by an attorney, every

pleading of that party shall be signed by at least one attorney

of record in such attorney's individual name. Verification of

pleadings shall not be required unless otherwise required by rule

or statute. The subscription of a pleading constitutes a certif

icate by the person signing: that such person has read the plead

ing; that to the best of the person's knowledge, information, and

belief, there is a good ground to support it; and that it is not

interposed for harassment or delay.

B. Pleadings not subscribed. Any pleading not duly sub

scribed may, on motion of the adverse party, be stricken out of

the case.

COMMENT

This replaces the general verification requirements of ORS
16.070, 16.080, and 30.350 with a rule requiring only signature
but specifying that such signature certifies truthfulness and
merit. The approach is that suggested to the last legislature by
the Oregon State Bar. No specific reference to ethical obligations
of attorneys signing pleadings was incorporated in the rule because
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the Council does not make disciplincary rules for attorneys.
Signing a pleading in violation of this rule would be pro
hibited by the Oregon Code of Professional Responsibility.
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SIGNING OF PLEADINGS, MOTIONS AND OTHER PAPERS; SANCTIONS

RULE 17

A Signing by party or attorney; certificate. Every pleading, motion, and other document

of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one attorney of record who is

an active member of the Oregon State Bar. A party who is not represented by an attorney shall

sign the pleading, motion, or other document and state the address of the party.  The signature

for filings may be in the form approved for electronic filing in accordance with these rules or

any other rule of court.  Pleadings need not be verified or accompanied by an affidavit or

declaration. 
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